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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Robert  Tuttle,  reasons  1.4  b,  d 

^1 . (C/NF)  Summary:  The  Labour  Party  Spring  Conference,  held  February  27  - March  2 in  Birmingham,  was  characterized  by  low  energy,  poor  attends 
SIPDIS  lauded  Mayor  Ken  Livingstone  for  "revitalizing  London"  ahead  of  the  hotly-contested  May  1 mayoral  race,  without  recalling  that  only  eigt 

Brown:  "Use  the  Opportunity  of  Power" 


^2.  (C/NF)  Labour's  Spring  Conference  February  27-March  2 in  Birmingham,  billed  as  the  launching  event  for  the  May  1 local  elections,  featured 

^3.  (SBU)  While  Brown's  speech  focused  largely  on  domestic  issues,  he  did  extend  his  analysis  to  the  costs  of  poverty  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 

^4.  (SBU)  In  a Q&A  session  that  followed  Brown's  remarks,  many  of  the  questions  from  the  audience  had  to  do  with  the  Labour  government's  manage 
ending  poverty  and  eliminating  disease  globally.  A Palestinian  asking  what  Brown  would  do  to  end  the  conflict  in  Palestine  provoked  a rare  outh 

Labour's  Financial  Woes 


^5.  (C/NF)  The  lack  of  energy  that  hung  like  a pall  over  the  keynote  speech  was  evident  elsewhere,  either  because  of  low  attendance  or  the  part 
Female  Recruitment 


^6.  (C)  Organized  around  three  key  themes,  the  Conference  focused  on  recruiting  female  candidates,  improving  communications  with  minority  commi; 
Reaching  out  to  Muslim  Voters 

^7.  (C)  Ten  people  (including  Poloff)  showed  up  at  an  event  aimed  at  improving  Labour  outreach  to  Muslim  communities.  (Embassy  comment:  Given  I 
^8.  (SBU)  Secretary  for  Communities  and  Local  Government  Hazel 

Blears  led  the  way  on  Labour's  achievements  in  local  government.  Birmingham's  revitalized  town  center,  including  the  conference  center  that  was 
Miliband's  Star  Power 

^9.  (C/NF)  In  an  otherwise  low  key  conference,  the  frisson  of  excitement  whenever  Foreign  Secretary  David  Miliband  appeared  was  palpable.  The  E 
Comment 


^10.  (C/NF)  Labour  members  have  been  increasingly  asking  themselves  the  same  question  raised  by  the  student  from  Cardiff:  what  makes  Labour  “ra 
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